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SITKA FINE ARTS CAMP 2026 FACULTY 
Middle School and High School Camp 

 
 
Tyler Adres Tyler Adres is a first-generation student attending the 
Fairhaven Interdisciplinary College at Western Washington University. 
While in his third year, Tyler has curated a specialized major around his 
passion for working with children: Nonprofit Administration: Education 
and The Arts. He hopes to work in the Philippines with this degree, 
making art education more accessible to children in these communities. 
Tyler was born and raised in Sitka and started playing the alto 
saxophone when he was in the 5th grade. Inspired by his cousin Kristine 

Banh, he signed up for the Sitka Fine Arts Camp in the 8th grade and continued to enroll until 
he graduated high school. While being a student at the camp, he also contributed as an 
elementary camp counselor and a music assistant for the middle school camp. Tyler’s role at 
camp has evolved over the years; he will be teaching Saxophone Technique, and will work as 
the Day Student Counselor this summer. Tyler has gotten to play with the Jazz on the 
Waterfront band for the past two years, and is currently Lead Alto in Western Washington 
University’s jazz band. Outside of music, Tyler works for an elementary school during the 
school year, enjoys photography, and plays basketball with his friends. Tyler will be teaching 
Saxophone Technique at Middle School Camp. 

 
Eliana Athayde is a bassist, singer, and composer living in Los 
Angeles. She has the pleasure of performing and recording with a wide 
range of artists including Madison Cunningham, Jon Batiste, Tim 
Heidecker, the Blasting Company, Weyes Blood, and Pomplamoose, as 
well as her own original music project, Jacaranda. Eliana is currently 
touring nationally and internationally with Waxahatchee and Tim 
Heidecker & the Very Good Band. Eliana will be teaching Rock Band 
and Songwriting at High School Camp. 
 
Kyle Athayde is a San Francisco Bay Area-based composer, arranger, 
performer, teacher, and bandleader. A native of Orinda, California, Kyle 
primarily plays vibraphone, piano, trumpet, and drums, as well as bongo, 
congas, timbales, string bass, bass clarinet, sousaphone, and vocal 
percussion.  He is the leader, conductor, and principal writer for the San 
Francisco/New York-based big band, Kyle Athayde Dance Party, a group 
acclaimed for its versatility in the wide scope of styles it performs.  He is 
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also a keyboard, trumpet, and percussion player for the Bay Area collective Jazz Mafia, and is 
the pianist for The New York Trumpet Ensemble. Influenced by the music of J. S. Bach, Duke 
Ellington, Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky, Eric Dolphy, Dmitri Shostakovich, Louis Armstrong, Igor 
Stravinsky, Charlie Parker, Olivier Messiaen, Art Tatum, and many others, Athayde composes 
and arranges music in a variety of genres, with an emphasis on jazz, classical, salsa, and 
electronic. While an undergraduate student at Juilliard, Kyle was heavily immersed in an 
interdisciplinary arts environment which included dance, drama, and music, which provided 
him the opportunity to further develop and refine his programmatic approach to composition. 
Athayde’s recent commissioned compositions and premieres include a double concerto for the 
New York Sinfonietta, a tone poem for Bobby Sanabria and The Manhattan School of Music 
Afro-Cuban Jazz Orchestra (the title track of their most recent album, ¡QUE VIVA HARLEM!), 
two pieces for choir and band for The University of Scranton’s performing ensembles, and 
music for the ending credits of the film Diller, Scofidio + Renfro: Reimagining Lincoln Center 
and the High Line. He also arranged the music for the halftime show for the University of 
California at Berkeley Marching Band in their final performance of the 2013 season. Kyle is 
currently working on commissions for the Canadian Brass, The New York Trumpet Ensemble, 
Manhattan School of Music Trumpet Ensemble, and the San Francisco Conservatory Brass 
Choir. Committed to interdisciplinary educational outreach in the arts, Kyle has offered classes, 
clinics, lessons and masterclasses at schools, workshops, and camps in California, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Texas, and Alaska.  A regular visiting faculty member of the Sitka Fine Arts 
Camp, he recently developed and taught a class on video game music history and composition 
there, and directed the jazz band and a vocal hip hop class.  He is the Director of Curriculum at 
the Lafayette Summer Music Workshop, and regularly offers clinics and masterclasses to 
middle school and high school bands throughout Northern California. Kyle has a wide range of 
interests, and loves to teach and learn about a variety of subjects, which brings a wide stylistic 
variety to his music, as his diverse interests inspire his work. A passionate fan of American 
football, the ruthless power and strategy of the sport influence his exciting writing style. An avid 
gamer, the music of these video games has inspired some of his most unusual and engaging 
compositions. For more information visit Kyle’s website here. Kyle will be teaching Jazz 
Band, Jazz Combos, and Drums Around the World at Middle School Camp. 

 
Javier Barboza is an award-winning filmmaker, creative director, 
animator, and educator. His work tackles the complexity of identity and 
migration, using surreal, magical realism, narrative and documentary 
methods to engage the audience in an experience best described as 
visually immersive. Born and raised in Los Angeles CA, he studied Cal 
Arts majoring in Character Animation. He received his MFA at U.S.C. 
School of Cinematic Arts and Animation. He was awarded residency at 
Yaddo foundation and the Laika studio film fellowship with Film 

Independent 2022. Has been awarded the Princess Grace Film Grant, was an Annenberg 
Fellow, and nominated for an Annie award/ASIFA-Hollywood, Imagen awards and Daytime 
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Emmys. He has showcased at a variety of film festivals nationally and internationally and 
lectured at various universities, including Mexico City, Boston, New York and Los Angeles. 
Javier continues to freelance and pitch at several studios. He is currently Assistant Professor 
at the University of New Mexico Albuquerque in the Film & Digital Arts department. As well 
showcasing and experimenting with new ways of telling stories through V.R., A.R, projections, 
installations, performance art, muppets, graffiti and animation. For more information visit 
Javier’s website here. Javier will be teaching Animation and Digital Animation at High 
School Camp. 

 
Meet Ms. Lizabeth Barnett, your music-obsessed teacher who grew up 
just outside of Atlanta in Powder Springs, Georgia. Since she was a 
student herself, she’s been all about the stage—playing piano, joining 
every choir possible, and participating in musical theater productions at 
both her school and local community theater. She is a proud graduate of 
the University of Georgia (Go Dawgs!) and sang for Mr. Robert Shaw in 
the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Chorus. After starting her career as a 
middle school choir teacher in Georgia, she made the move to Denver in 

2000 and has been a fixture at Slavens School K8 ever since. Ms. Barnett doesn't just teach 
music; she’s still out there doing it! She currently sings with groups like Kantorei, The Denver 
Choir League, and SongRoutes. When she finally puts the microphone down, you can find her 
mountain biking or working on the garden in her yard. Lizabeth will be teaching Start the 
Day Singing, Vocal Technique, and Choir at Middle School Camp. 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Zeke Blackwell has been involved in over 100 productions as a 
director, performer, writer, designer, and technician, and has had the joy 
of making theater in Sitka, Fort Worth, New Haven, New York, and 
Costa Rica, where he directed the world premiere of the 
Spanish-language version of Once On This Island! With two decades of 
improv comedy experience, he’s performed/taught improv around the 
country, and most recently at the Boston Comedy Arts Festival and the 
Wasatch Improv Festival in Salt Lake City. His original play, Still Life, 

was produced in the 2013 New York International Fringe Festival. He graduated from Yale 
University with a B.A. in Cognitive Science. He served two years on the board of directors for 
Far Corners Community Musical theater, a non-profit dedicated to providing arts opportunities 
for underserved youth in isolated regions of the world. Once, he beat-boxed for Lin-Manuel 
Miranda. This is his 11th season year-round at SFAC as the Young Performers Theater 
Director. Zeke will be teaching Theater at Elementary Camp, Shakespeare, Clown 
Theater, and Musical Theater at Middle School Camp, and Shakespeare, Directing for 
the Stage, and Musical Theater at High School Camp. 
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Joe Burck studied History Education for grades 5-12 with a minor in 
Theater Arts at Augustana College. Originally from Aurora, Illinois, Joe 
started learning about technical theater as a middle school camper at 
the Sitka Fine Arts Camp and is eager to return to Odess Theater and 
the Sitka Performing Arts Center. In his time at Augustana, Joe has 
worked on productions such as Macbeth (Assistant Sound Designer), 
Threepenny Opera (Sound Board Operator), Cabaret (Sound Designer), 
most recently Nine (Sound Designer), and worked as a Scene Shop 

Supervisor in charge of managing set production. In the summers of 2022-25, Joe worked on 
the technical theater team at the Sitka Fine Arts Camp. Joe collaborated on the 2022 SFAC 
production of Mamma Mia as the Pit Sound Board Operator and on the 2023 SFAC production 
of Cinderella as the Technical Director. Joe will be teaching Live Event Production at 
Middle and High School Camp. 

 
Andrés Caballero’s work explores the often unseen infrastructures of 
control that target dissent and marginalized populations. He centers 
migration in his practice as both consequence and testimony, shaped by 
histories of extraction, pillaging, and fractured homes. Building on this 
approach, Caballero’s practice repurposes emerging technologies such 
as  LiDAR, virtual reality, and machine vision, as counter-methodologies 
for communal resistance. Through photography, video, installation, 
sound, and expanded media, he traces how life persists through 

fractured memory, yet remains constantly disrupted under the pretext of modernity. Andrés 
Caballero graduated from the Universidad Iberoamericana with a BA in Communication. He 
received a Fulbright Scholarship to pursue a graduate degree in the United States, where he is 
currently a third-year MFA candidate in Photography, Video & Imaging at the University of 
Arizona.  He has been awarded the Mellon Fronteridades Graduate Fellowship, the Grand 
Marcia Centennial Award, the Tinker Field Research Grant, among others. His work has been 
exhibited in both Mexico and the United States, including at the Tucson Museum of Art, 
Nogales Art Museum, and Museo Archivo de la Fotografía. For more information visit 
Andrés’ website here. Andrés will be teaching Digital Photography and Filmmaking at 
Middle School Camp. 

 
Olivia Cerullo is a musician, music director and educator. She started 
at Inspire in 2020 as the vocal music, musical theater and choir teacher. 
Olivia was raised in Chico and attended Chico State where she received 
a bachelors in music with a focus on vocal performance. As a musician 
Olivia has worked for many local theater companies including Theater 
ETC, Blue Room, Slow Theater and is currently the resident music 
director for California Regional Theater. From 2012-2018 Olivia was 
based in the Bay Area where she worked as a freelance music director 
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for professional theater companies as well as a pianist for a collection of orchestras. When 
Olivia is not teaching she enjoys hiking, traveling, being outdoors and of course making music 
with friends and family. Olivia will be teaching Music at Elementary Camp and Piano, 
Broadway Song Workshop, and Musical Theater at Middle School Camp. 

 
Jinghong Chen is a cut paper artist currently based in Queens, New 
York. Born and raised in Fuzhou, China, her works are influenced by 
Chinese folk traditions. She often uses layers of paper or paper-like 
materials to play with light and shadow and create a sense of space. 
She graduated from Rhode Island School of Design with a BFA in 
illustration. Her works have been exhibited in Hawaii, Louisiana, New 
York, and Rhode Island. She is a 2021 Contemporary Art Department 
Fellow of RISD Museum and a 2023 resident at Peter Bullough 

Foundation. For more information visit Jinghong’s website here. Jinghong will be 
teaching Painting, Papercutting, and Bookmaking at Middle School Camp and Drawing 
Perspective, Papercutting, and Bookmaking at High School Camp. 

 
Marissa Childers is a ceramic artist residing in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. She was born in Florence, Alabama where she earned her 
BFA from the University of North Alabama. Upon graduating, she 
worked as a ceramic intern at Anderson Ranch Arts Center and soon 
after received her MFA from the University of Oklahoma. Her work 
explores moments of connection and intimacy while celebrating 
femininity and craft found within domestic spaces. She is often inspired 
by things that society deems as a ‘craft’ or ‘feminine’ such as quilting, 

sewing, and decoration. Marissa has exhibited her work at numerous galleries and has 
received various grants and awards to support her research, including support from the 
Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition and the National Council for Education in the Ceramic Arts. 
She was chosen as one of Ceramics Monthly’s Emerging Artists of 2022, was an Emerging 
Artist for NCECA in 2023, and was a long-term Artist in Residence at Arrowmont School of 
Arts and Crafts in 2023/2024. She is an educator and studio technician at the University of 
Oklahoma and enjoys traveling around the US to teach ceramics. www.MarissaChilders.com 
@Marissa_Ceramics Marissa will be teaching Wheel Thrown Pottery and Ceramic 
Handbuilding at Middle School Camp. 

 
Ling Chun is a Hong Kong-born multimedia artist based in Seattle. Her 
work in clay and neon explores belonging across shifting homelands. A 
former Archie Bray and Pottery Northwest resident, Chun is a NCECA 
(National Council of Education in Ceramics Art) Emerging Artist, Young 
Masters Fine Art and Korean International Ceramic Biennale finalist, and 
she is currently an educator at North Seattle College & Seward Park 
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Clay Studio, Seattle WA. For more information visit Ling’s website here. Ling will be 
teaching Wheel Thrown Pottery and Ceramic Handbuilding at High School Camp. 

 
Medar de la Cruz is a Dominican-American cartoonist and illustrator 
based in Brooklyn, New York. A graduate of ArtCenter College of 
Design, he has contributed to The New York Times and The New Yorker. 
In 2024, he won the Pulitzer Prize for Illustrated Reporting for “The Diary 
of a Rikers Island Library Worker,” a striking black-and-white comic 
capturing his experiences delivering books to incarcerated people. 
Currently Medar volunteers with the Brooklyn Public Library’s 
jail-and-prison services and teaches zine-making and visual storytelling 

across NYC. For more information visit Medar’s website here. Medar will be teaching 
Illustrative Reporting, Landscape Painting, and Pen & Ink at High School Camp. 

 
Cleo DeOrio (she/her) is a Physical Theatre and Dance artist-teacher 
from Cleveland, Ohio. Cleo received a BA at Baldwin Wallace University, 
where she focused her studies in Directing and Choreography and an 
MFA from Dell’Arte International School of Physical Theatre, where she 
developed works such as Citizens of Nowhere and Visions of a Crying 
Girl. Cleo specializes in storytelling through movement, physical 
character development, emotional embodiment, and devising. She is on 
faculty at Dell’Arte teaching Dance and Movement classes. For more 

information visit Cleo’s website here. Cleo will be teaching Theater at Elementary Camp 
and Mask Theater, Slapstick Comedy, and Acrobatics & Partnering at Middle and High 
School Camp.  

 
Sarah Diamond is an Audio Producer at The New York Times based in 
New York City, New York. Previously, Sarah was a M. S. Journalism at 
Columbia University and also held positions at National Geographic 
Society, David Hinshaw, Meridian Hill Pictures, PBS, National Public 
Radio, Tregaron Conservancy, 76 Forward. For more information visit 
Sarah’s website here. Sarah will be teaching The Art of Storytelling, 
Reporting 101, and Narrative Nonfiction at High School Camp. 
 
Nat Dickey serves on the Concordia College faculty as chair of the 
music department and professor of music, teaching low brass and 
conducting the Cobber Athletic Band. During the summer, he serves as 
jazz trombone instructor at the International Music Camp. He is an SE 
Shires Trombone Artist. Dickey is currently principal trombonist of the 
Fargo-Moorhead Symphony, trombonist of the Post-Traumatic Funk 
Syndrome, and trombonist and leader of The Skipjacks jazz quartet. He 
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has performed with the IRIS Orchestra, Minnesota Opera, St. Paul Chamber Orchestra, 
Vermont Symphony, and Boston Ballet. An active chamber musician, Dickey was a founding 
member of the Orion Trombone Quartet (winner of the Coleman Competition) and the Brass 
Mosaic, with which he performed at Carnegie Hall. Dickey performs frequent solo recitals and 
has performed as a soloist with the U.S. Army Orchestra, the Fargo-Moorhead Symphony, and 
numerous collegiate and public school ensembles. He appears on recordings with the IRIS 
Orchestra, the Post-Traumatic Funk Syndrome, the Paramount Brass, and Boston Symphony 
Orchestra principal trombonist Ron Barron. Dickey's first solo CD, "Collaborations," was 
released in 2014 and includes original compositions by Dickey himself, as well as by 
colleagues and former students. His second solo CD, "Reflections," was funded by a McKnight 
Fellowship and was released in May 2018. Both albums can be heard on Spotify and YouTube. 
As a conductor, Dickey has commissioned and premiered works from numerous renowned 
composers, including Benjamin Taylor, David Avshalomov, Andrew Boysen, Jr., Stephen 
Paulus, Elliott Schwartz, Mark Camphouse, Carol Barnett, Mary Ellen Childs, and Allen 
Feinstein. With the Symphonic Band, he directed the annual Composers Concert series, 
featuring contemporary music, including the work of student composers. Dickey previously 
served as assistant director of bands at Harvard University. He is a frequent band clinician and 
adjudicator. Dickey holds degrees from Oberlin College and Conservatory (B.A. mathematics, 
B.M. music performance), Rice University (M.M. music performance), and the University of 
Minnesota (D.M.A. music). Nat will be teaching Brass Technique, Symphonic Band, and 
Jazz Band at Middle School Camp.  

 
Claire Shea Duncan (she/her/elle) is an interdisciplinary costume 
designer and researcher from Granville, Ohio. She aims to collaborate 
with a guiding framework of cultural humility and empathy. She has a 
strong interest in the intersection of art, linguistics, and education and 
she believes the convergence of these concepts is storytelling. Claire 
has been based in France as an educator for the past two years and is 
incredibly excited for a fourth summer at SFAC. For more information 
visit Claire’s website here. Claire will be teaching Sewing 101, 

Costume Design, and Trash to Trend at High School Camp. 
 
Jennifer Drake Inspired by the power of music to connect people, ideas 
and communities, Jennifer Drake is a conductor, violist, teacher, 
clinician, and camp director. One of the most enthusiastic musicians you 
will ever meet, Jennifer is known for her versatility, humor, and energy. 
Jennifer is the Music Director of the Serenata Orchestra and the Boise 
Philharmonic Youth Orchestras She has been a guest conductor for the 
Idaho State Civic Symphony and Opera Idaho. Jennifer is the principal 
violist for the Boise Baroque Orchestra, as well as a section violist for 

the Boise Philharmonic. Jennifer has enjoyed an international chamber music career, 
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performing at the 33rd International Viola Congress in Reykjavik, Iceland and the International 
Bass Clarinet Convention in Rotterdam, Holland. She has performed concerts in Iceland, 
Holland, Denmark, Romania, Spain, Italy, Germany, Austria and Canada. Jennifer is the 
founder of Idaho Viola Camp. She is also the co-artistic director for the Idaho Orchestra 
Institute. Both camps provide students with unique outdoor experiences, in addition to high 
quality musical engagement. Jennifer is a highly sought after teacher and clinician. As a 
clinician, she is known for her infectious energy and ability to engage with ensembles of all 
levels. Recent All State orchestras conducted include Texas, Alabama, Nevada, Indiana, South 
Carolina, New Mexico, and Minnesota. She has also done MEA clinics in Minnesota, Oregon, 
Texas, Montana, Colorado and  Idaho. She has also been a featured clinician for Music for All 
and The Midwest Clinic. She has also been the cover girl for HerLife magazine. When she is 
not living the obviously glamorous lifestyle that being a conductor and cover girl must afford, 
she is cruising around in her 1985 Volkswagen camper van, calling the vet for her 
not-exactly-Corgi dogs Fergus and Cameron, thinking of how to avoid grocery shopping, and 
planning trips with her husband, Chad Marvin. Jen and Chad climbed Mount Kilimanjaro in 
January 2016. Jen is a very mediocre CrossFitter, cyclist, and hiker, and will gladly talk your 
ear off about any of these endeavors. For more information visit Jennifer’s website here. 
Jennifer will be teaching String Technique, Orchestra, and Chamber Music at High 
School Camp. 

 
Gaz Ehrreich is a multidisciplinary artist and illustrator from California, 
currently residing in New England.  Gaz graduated from Rhode Island 
School of Design where he carved out a path to study miniature 
modeling within the Illustration Department, alongside traditional 
drawing and painting. Professionally, Gaz is an accomplished 
architectural renderer, illustrator, muralist, and craftsman with a love for 
teaching and a lot of knowledge to give.  He specializes in handmade 
art, fine craftsmanship, drafting, perspective, and lighting. He is also 

passionate about the connections between art and music, creative writing, humanity, AI, and 
apocalyptic fiction.  He is currently working on a graphic novel and a series of scientific posters 
with the goal of better understanding the natural world. This summer he will be teaching 
courses in drawing perspective, stop motion animation, and miniature modeling. For more 
information visit Gaz’s website here. Gaz will be teaching Drawing Perspective, 
Painting, and Making Miniatures at Middle School Camp. 

 
Brandon Fillette (he/him) is thrilled to be returning to Sitka Fine Arts 
Camp. He is a New York City–based music director, writer, pianist, and 
educator with over a decade of experience in professional, regional, and 
youth theater across the U.S. and internationally. His work spans 
Off-Broadway, touring productions, concerts, and educational settings, 
with credits at Ars Nova, 54 Below, and Playwrights Horizons. In 2025, 
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he completed a residency at Drama Club Camp, developing his original show J.O.Y. He is a 
2022 Jonathan Larson Grant Finalist and a finalist for Circle in the Square Theatre School’s 
2026 Emerging Writers Residency. Music direction and performance credits include multiple 
productions of Million Dollar Quartet, as well as Into the Woods, Gypsy, The Addams Family, 
Spring Awakening, Assassins, SpongeBob SquarePants the Musical, and Beauty and the 
Beast Jr. His work also includes touring productions, cruise ship entertainment, and 
international projects. A passionate educator, Brandon has trained and mentored thousands of 
students in voice, acting, and musical theater through his private studio and organizations such 
as TADA! Youth Theater, Imagine Works, and the Dwight School. This past year, he served as 
a music teacher at a New York charter school, directing the K–12 choir and guitar ensemble. 
He is known for creating high-energy, supportive learning environments that balance 
professional-level training with joy, curiosity, and collaboration. Brandon holds an MA in 
Creative Media & Technology from BerkleeNYC and a BFA in Musical Theatre from East 
Carolina University. He is a certified Voice Body Connection practitioner. Brandon will be 
teaching Acting, Broadway Song Workshop, and Musical Theater at High School Camp. 

 
Eric Fredrickson is a South-Florida based theater educator and artist! 
Currently, Eric is the Acting & Directing Instructor at Bak Middle School 
of the Arts. He holds an MFA in Acting from Florida Atlantic University 
and a BFA in Acting from Drake University. As an actor and director, Eric 
has worked across the U.S. and Europe, with credits including 
Cunningham in To Kill a Mockingbird (directed by Stephen Wallem of 
Showtime’s Nurse Jackie), the Baker in Into the Woods, Mercutio in 
Romeo & Juliet, and Roger in Rent. His professional experience also 

includes collaborations with the Tony Award–winning Eugene O'Neill Theater Center, Festival 
Repertory (FAU), Iowa Stage, The Barn Theater-School, Theatre Lab, American Gothic 
Performing Arts Festival, Northern Lakes Arts, The Great Nordic Shakespeare Festival, and 
The Michael Chekhov Association. Eric is also a playwright—his first original work, Highway 
61, received a staged reading last year at the Great Nordic Shakespeare Festival. As an 
educator, he is most proud of creating an ongoing partnership between Bak Middle School of 
the Arts and the Folger Shakespeare Library, allowing his students to collaborate with leading 
theatre professionals and scholars at the top of their craft. A proud member of VASTA (Voice 
and Speech Trainers Association), Eric’s teaching centers on voice, presence, and authentic 
expression. He holds certification in mVm® (The Miller Voice Method), which he uses to help 
his students—and himself—connect deeply to language and truth in performance. He extends 
heartfelt gratitude to his mentor JG (R.I.P.), his friends, and his family for their unwavering love, 
generosity, and support. For more information visit Eric’s website here. Eric will be 
teaching Theater at Elementary Camp and Acting, Scene Study: Murder Mystery, and 
Stage Combat at Middle School Camp. 
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Kai Gietzen is an award winning artist and illustrator living in New York 
city. He crafts narrative and figurative worlds through drawing, 
printmaking, and illustrated books and posters and explores the 
interplay of areas such as ecology, folklore, mythology, and personal 
experience. For more information visit Kai’s website here. Kai will 
be teaching Portrait Painting, Poster Design, and Illustration at 
Middle School Camp and Portrait Painting, Digital Poster Design, 
and Digital Illustration at High School Camp. 

Ever since perusing a copy of D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths, 
Teaghan Gokey has been profoundly inspired by the countless ancient 
tales of sword and sorcery throughout humanity’s shared history, and 
has since strived to craft weird and wild myths from his own collection of 
worldly interests. An avid researcher and insatiable bookworm, Teaghan 
has been eternally mesmerized by the wonders of nature, and usually 
finds himself drawing from the fields of paleontology, geology, and 
marine biology as a limitless well of inspiration billions of years in the 

making. Through modern methods of digital painting, Teaghan seeks to revive the mysterious 
and grand visions of the Old World with a distinct twist of eerie surrealism. Since graduating 
with honors from the Rhode Island School of Design in 2022, Teaghan has picked up freelance 
work designing all manner of creatures and critters for tabletop RPG games such as 
Battlelords of the 23rd Century and, of course, Dungeons & Dragons. For more information 
visit Teaghan’s website here. Teaghan will be teaching Visual Arts at Elementary Camp 
and Creature Art, Intro to Procreate: Illustrating Magical Worlds, and Digital Painting: 
Character Design at Middle School Camp. 

Dr. Katy Green is the Director of Choral Activities and Assistant 
Professor of Music Education at Pacific University in Forest Grove, 
Oregon. She conducts the Chamber Singers and Concert Choir, teaches 
conducting and music education courses, and leads the Choral Project, 
a K–12 after-school music education program that connects young 
singers with meaningful choral experiences. An active clinician, Katy 
regularly serves as a guest conductor for regional and state honor 
choirs, leads workshops for middle and high school ensembles, and 

adjudicates choral festivals. She is deeply passionate about helping singers of all ages and 
experience levels grow in confidence, musicianship, and joy through music-making. Katy 
began her teaching career in the Anchorage School District, working with choirs at West 
Anchorage High School, Romig Middle School, and later Bartlett High School. During her time 
in Alaska, she received numerous honors, including the Anchorage School District Denali 
Award, the Block Foundation Exceptional Teacher Award, two nominations for the Grammy 
Music Educator Award, and a nomination for Alaska State Teacher of the Year. Katy is a 
member of mirabai, a professional treble ensemble dedicated to empowering women’s voices 
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through performance, commissioning, and recording. She holds a Doctor of Musical Arts in 
Choral Conducting degree from Michigan State University. For more information visit Katy’s 
website here. Katy will be teaching Morning Tune-up, Vocal Technique, and Choir at 
High School Camp. 

Adam Grimm is an award-winning photographer from Savage, 
Minnesota. His love for photography began at the age of 6 and carried 
on through junior high and high school. In 2004, Adam parted ways with 
film photography and started his digital career.  During that time his 
focus was on landscape, wildlife and architecture.  His images netted 
him multiple awards including Minneapolis Star Tribune’s Travel Images 
of the Year four straight years. 15 years ago, Adam’s photography 
shifted to concerts and entertainment where he has photographed over 

700 national acts and 2,000+ concerts.  Some of the artists he has photographed include 
Taylor Swift, Elton John, The Who, Aerosmith, Kid Rock, Imagine Dragons and Garth Brooks 
to name a few. In 2018, Adam was awarded the Paul Harris Fellow Award for his 10 years of 
photography work and contributions with Lakefront Music Fest.  In that same year, he was 
named Southern Minnesota Magazine’s Artist of the Year and was given Honorable Mention 
Photographer of the Year in 2018 and 2019.  His images have been featured in multiple 
publications such as Rolling Stone Magazine, People Magazine, Los Angeles Times, 
Washington Post and Minneapolis Star Tribune. For more information visit Adam’s website 
here. Adam will be teaching Digital Photography at Elementary Camp. 

Alexis Joy Hagestad (she/they) was born and raised in Missoula, 
Montana. As a child, she believed she lived on half of the Earth because 
of the vastness of the sky. Her true passion lies in exploring the prairies 
and snowy mountain peaks of her childhood home. In her 
interdisciplinary practice, she utilizes photography, video, sculpture, and 
installation to examine the environment that surrounded her during her 
upbringing. Alexis holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Photography from the 
Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD) and is currently pursuing a 

Master of Fine Arts in Photography, Video, and Imaging (PVI) at the University of Arizona in 
Tucson. For more information visit Alexis' website: ajhagestad.com Alexis will be teaching 
Visual Arts at Elementary Camp and Darkroom Photography at Middle and High School 
Camp. 

 
Charlie Havenick is a musician, writer, and composer from Los 
Angeles. She plays drums and guitar for several indie rock outfits and 
does regular session and touring work. Charlie grew up in the LA DIY 
music scene and went to UCLA for Comparative Literature where she 
wrote essays centered around musicology and the contemporary music 
industry. She has scored and played guitar on several feature films and 
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has been on several North American tours. Charlie has a home-studio where she produces 
and engineers music for her own band and others. She was previously a percussion Teaching 
Artist for the Los Angeles Philharmonic's YOLA, taught rock camp and songwriting at School of 
Rock, and teaches at Bloom School of Music in LA. Charlie is a big believer in holistic and 
accessible music education and loves playing indie rock, jazz, and classical, and anything in 
between. Charlie will be teaching Music at Elementary Camp and Rock Band and 
Songwriting at Middle School Camp. 

 
Will Healy is a composer and pianist based in New York. Noted for his 
"lushly bluesy" sound and "adroitly blended... textures" (New York 
Times), he is the artistic director of ShoutHouse, a collective of hip-hop, 
jazz, and classical musicians. After playing trumpet in an Afrobeat band 
for a few years, he grew interested in collaborating with performers from 
many corners of the New York music scene. In addition, he is an 
accomplished pianist specializing in Bach, with a repertoire that includes 
the complete Goldberg Variations and Well-Tempered Clavier. Healy 

was the recipient of the Richard Rodgers Scholarship at The Juilliard School, where he studied 
with John Corigliano, Steven Stucky, and Samuel Adler. He has also studied with Kevin Puts, 
Harold Meltzer, and Richard Wilson. Recent awards include a Charles Ives Scholarship from 
the American Academy of Arts and Letters, two ASCAP Morton Gould Awards, the W.K. Rose 
Fellowship, a JFund commission from the American Composers Forum, and prizes in the 
Juilliard and Kaleidoscope Orchestra Composition Competitions. He was the recipient of the 
Aaron Copland Prize from the Bogliasco Foundation in 2018, and has been a fellow at the 
Aspen Music Festival, Minnesota Orchestra Composers Institute, and the L.A. Phil’s National 
Composers Intensive. Healy’s work has appeared at The Kennedy Center, Lincoln Center, The 
Apollo, on the NY Philharmonic’s Biennial series, on New Sounds with John Schaefer (WNYC) 
and Making Music (WBAI), and more. He studied piano for many years with Dennis Malone at 
the Crestwood Music School. For more information visit Will’s website here. Will will be 
teaching Piano, Musicianship Fundamentals: Theory & Aural Skills, and Music 
Composition at High School Camp. 

Raised in Philadelphia, Brendan Jones attended Columbia and Oxford 
Universities, and teaches creative writing at University of Alaska, Irkutsk 
Technical University in Russia, and Stanford University, where he was a 
2013-15 Wallace Stegner Fellow. He has published work in The New 
York Times, The Guardian, Washington Post, GQ, Smithsonian, 
Patagonia, Ploughshares, Fine Woodworking, National Fisherman, 
Adventure Journal, Narratively, The Seattle Times, The Philadelphia 
Inquirer, Narrative Magazine, and recorded commentaries for NPR. His 

novel, The Alaskan Laundry, published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, won the 2017 Alaskana 
prize, was recognized by Oprah, and was nominated for the Center of Fiction debut prize. He 
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recently returned from Siberia, where he spent a year with his family as a Fulbright Scholar. 
His novel, Whispering Alaska, published with Penguin/Random House in October 2021, 
received a starred review from Booklist, and won the 2022 Green Earth Book Award for Young 
Adult Eco-lit. He lives in Sitka, with his wife and three daughters, one dog, and six chickens. 
For more information visit Brendan’s website here. Brendan will be teaching Salsa 
Dance at Elementary Camp. 

 
Jill Kaasteen is a Lingít artist and language instructor. Kaasteen grew 
up in Hoonah, and graduated from UAS where she earned her BLA in 
Alaska Native Languages and Studies. As an artist, she specializes in 
beadwork, and most recently, Ravenstail weaving. Kaasteen has won 
the Best in Beadwork during Sealaska Heritage Instituteʼs biennial 
Celebrationʼs Juried Art Show. She has also sold pieces to individuals 
such as Sterlin Harjo, creator of Reservation Dogs on FX, Bobby Wilson, 
writer of shows such as Reservations Dogs and Rutherford Falls, and 

Taboo of the Black Eyed Peas. She has had pieces featured in the hit show Reservation Dogs 
on FX. Her work can mainly be found on her Instagram page, @jill.kaasteen, or on her website 
www.jillkaasteen.com. Jill Kaasteen will be teaching Beading and Northwest Coast 
Woolen Weaving at High School Camp. 

 
Ilse Kapteyn has been a professional dancer for over ten years and 
loves it more and more each year. She grew up in Deerfield, 
Massachusetts and started taking dance classes as a toddler, training 
more seriously as the years progressed. For her senior year of high 
school, Ilse traveled to Moscow to study at the Bolshoi Ballet Academy 
and then joined the New Jersey Ballet Company the following year. She 
has performed many featured and principal roles in the classical 
repertoire, including Sleeping Beauty, The Nutcracker, Don Quixote, and 

Giselle. She has also performed works by George Balanchine, Jerome Robbins, Justin Peck, 
Christopher Wheeldon, Harrison Ball, Lauren Lovette, Roderick George, and Gustavo Ramirez 
Sansano. She is a certified instructor of BodyCode System, an innovative training method that 
helps improve body awareness and function, and has traveled to Italy to train with the founder. 
As she continues her own journey as a dancer and artist, Ilse finds it incredibly rewarding to 
share what she has learned so far with people of all ages. Ilse will be teaching Ballet, 
Modern Dance, and Body Conditioning at Middle and High School Camp. 

 
Cathryn Klusmeier is a writer living and working in Sitka, Alaska. She 
holds an MFA in creative writing from the University of Iowa, where she 
was an Iowa Arts Fellow. She also holds a master’s degree in medical 
anthropology from the University of Oxford, where her work focused on 
Alzheimer’s and other non-communicable diseases. Cathryn is the 
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recipient of a 2021 Pushcart Prize, the winner of the 2018 MIT Media Lab’s Resisting 
Reduction Essay Competition, the winner of the 2018 Crazyhorse Creative Nonfiction Prize, 
and author in the book Against Reduction: Designing a Human Future with Machines. She has 
twice been a notable essay in The Best American Essays series and has received fellowships 
and recognition from the University of Oxford, the Banff Mountain Film Festival, the Sitka 
Fellows Artist Residency, Agni Literary Journal, the Missouri Review’s Jeffrey E. Smith Editor’s 
Prize, Narrative Magazine’s “30 Below 30”contest, Hunger Mountain’s Creative Nonfiction 
Prize, and the Southampton Review’s Frank McCourt Memoir Prize. In her spare time Cathryn 
loves hiking, running, fishing, drawing, and living in Southeast Alaska. For more information 
visit Cathryn’s website here. Cathryn will be teaching Writing Poetry, Creative 
Nonfiction, and Foundations of Fiction Writing at Middle School Camp.  

 
Aurelia Lawson currently studies flute performance with Alexa Still at 
Oberlin Conservatory of Music in Oberlin, Ohio. She is involved in 
historical performance, and studies the baroque flute while participating 
in Oberlin’s baroque orchestra and chamber ensembles. At Oberlin, she 
is pursuing a minor in music and cognition, pedagogy, and 
neuroscience. Aurelia is a native of Chicago, and enjoys spending time 
fishing, canoeing, and hiking with her family and dogs. Aurelia is a 
passionate beekeeper, and her love of being active outdoors has 

recently led her to complete her first olympic triathlon. Aurelia will be teaching Music at 
Elementary Camp and will teach Flute Technique and serve at the Music Assistant at 
Middle and High School Camp. 

 
Ed Littlefield is a freelance percussionist, educator, and composer 
based out of Seattle, WA. He is Lingít from Sitka, Alaska and has 
released three albums featuring traditional native melodies, which he 
also arranged into the jazz idiom with the Native Jazz Quartet. This 
quartet represented the United States in South America as “Jazz 
Ambassadors” through the American Music Abroad program. For film he 
composed a song for the 2009 Disney movie The Proposal for Betty 
White’s character and played the percussion score and consulted on 

indigenous music for the 2022 documentary Exposing Muybridge. Ed has played K’alyaan in 
the world-premiere of Battles of Fire and Water by Dave Hunsaker and written and performed 
an original musical score for Eurydice by Sara Ruhl for Perseverance Theater in Juneau, 
Alaska. He has done sound design and composition for the world premieres of Our Voices Will 
Be Heard by Vera Starbard, and was the composer and cultural advisor for They Don’t Talk 
Back by Frank Katasse at Native voices at the Autry, La Jolla Playhouse and Perseverance 
Theater. He also did sound design for Off the Rails by Randy Reinholz at the Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival and Sovereignty by Mary Kathryn Nagle at Arena Stage. Most recently 
he composed the songs for a new play produced by the University of Illinois – 
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Urbana-Champaign called The Neverland by Madeline Sayet. Currently he is working on a 
three-year project to create the first ever Lingít opera. This project will combine traditional 
contemporary Lingít melodies inside the western opera genre and will also include an 
all-indigenous cast. Ed is an active educator around the country, facilitating artist residencies 
for students and teachers to help them learn more about Lingít culture and music and 
traditional ways of knowing. For more information visit Ed’s website here. Ed will be 
teaching Jazz Band, Jazz Combos, and Sonic Boom at High School Camp. 

 
Aaron McDonald is a clarinetist based out of Vancouver, B.C. He is 
currently pursuing his Doctorate of Musical Arts under the guidance of 
Professor Jose Franch-Ballester. He has received degrees from the 
Oberlin Conservatory of Music as well as the University of Kansas. His 
major teachers include Terry Dolanc, Richard Hawkins, and Silvio 
Guitian. He has played with the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra as well 
as the Kansas City Symphony as a substitute musician. He focuses on 
chamber music and has performed as a chamber musician across the 

world. In his free time, he likes to hike and play badminton. Aaron will be teaching Music at 
Elementary Camp and Woodwind Technique and Chamber Music at Middle and High 
School Camp. Aaron will also serve as the Music Coordinator. 

 
Stephen Meyer is currently the Director of Bands and Associate 
Professor of Music at Northern Arizona University. He is also the music 
director for The Tempe Winds and on the conducting staff for the 
Phoenix Youth Symphony Orchestras. While at NAU, the Wind 
Symphony has been twice invited to perform at the College Band 
Directors National Association Regional Conference, and the 
Lumberjack Marching Band will perform at the 2025 Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade. Meyer previously served on the faculties of 

the Crane School of Music at SUNY Potsdam and the University of South Carolina. During his 
tenure as Director of Bands at Clear Creek High School, the Clear Creek Wind Ensemble was 
a featured performer at The Midwest Clinic (2013), a three-time National Winner in the 
National Wind Band Honors project, and a two-time national finalist for The American Prize in 
Wind Ensemble Performance. Before Clear Creek, Meyer taught at Harrison High School in 
Cobb County, Georgia, where he assisted with performances at The Midwest Clinic (2007), the 
Georgia Music Educators Association, and the University of Georgia. With Meyer as 
co-director of the marching band, the ensemble was a consistent Bands of America Regional 
and Super Regional Finalist, a BOA Grand National Finalist in 2007, and invited to perform at 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade in 2009. Meyer graduated magna cum laude from the 
Indiana University Jacobs School of Music with a bachelor’s degree in music education. He 
earned a master’s degree in music education and a doctorate in wind band conducting from 
the University of Michigan. Meyer is the author of Rehearsing the High School Band, volumes 
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1 and 2, Rehearsing the Middle School Band, and Rehearsing the Marching Band. Stephen 
will be teaching BLAST Masterclass, Symphonic Band, and Conducting at High School 
Camp. 

 
An original and longstanding member of Grammy-nominated Seraphic 
Fire, Karen Neal, mezzo-soprano, is also acclaimed for her 
performances with ensembles across South Florida, the Monterey Bay, 
and Alaska Arts Southeast. She has appeared as a guest soloist with 
the New World Symphony, Miami Bach Society, and Dallas Brass 
among others  and her recordings include works by Eric Ewazen on 
Albany Records and Latin American repertoire with NODUS on the 
Innova label. Neal holds degrees in Vocal Performance and Choral 

Conducting from the University of Southern California and Florida International University. 
Karen will be teaching Music at Elementary Camp. 

 
Samantha O’Brien is a fiction writer and educator based in Ithaca, NY. 
She teaches creative and critical writing to Cornell University 
undergraduates and incarcerated adults through a Philip H. Freund 
fellowship, as well as through the Cornell Prison Education Program. 
For more information visit Samantha’s website here. Samantha will 
be teaching Poetry, Short Fiction Writing, and Self-Narrative at High 
School Camp. 
 
Eric Parchen is a freelance percussionist who lives in Seattle, WA. He 
has played in various jazz bands, musical theaters, rock bands, and 
symphony orchestras. Additionally, he coaches percussionists at many 
middle and high schools in the Seattle area along with maintaining a 
private lessons studio. Eric has done extensive work with drumlines 
including teaching multiple ensembles, giving clinics, teaching at camps, 
and writing music for marching percussion groups. Eric will be 
teaching Percussion Technique at Middle School Camp and will 

serve as the Percussion Tech. 
 
Jordan Phillips is a theatrical/ film actor proudly hailing from West 
Virginia. She earned her BFA in Acting from West Virginia University and 
is a working actor based in Atlanta, GA. She loves teaching the ideas of 
vulnerability, taking risks, and the importance of going back to the basics 
of theatre – it’s all just playing pretend after all! Along with teaching at 
the camp, she fills the role of Director of Students for the middle and 
high school camps. Jordan will be teaching Theater at Elementary 
Camp. 
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Erika Port is an artist and educator based in New York. She attended 
SUNY New Paltz and got her Bachelor of Science degree in Art 
Education with a ceramics concentration in 2020. During the pandemic, 
she decided to go back to SUNY New Paltz to pursue a Post 
Baccalaureate in ceramics until 2022. In 2025, she completed her MFA 
in Ceramics at Penn State University. Erika uses strong influences of her 
Japanese cultural background in her work, exploring her upbringing as a 
mixed-race individual through the scope of kawaii aesthetics. For more 

information visit Erika’s website here. Erika will be teaching Ceramics at Elementary 
Camp and Wheel Thrown Pottery and Ceramic Sculpture at Middle and High School 
Camp. 

 
Noatak Post (he/him) grew up in Juneau, Alaska and attended Sitka 
Fine Arts Camp as a camper many times. He was immersed in Juneau's 
music community from a young age where he learned he had a love for 
teaching music and conducting. In high school, he also took an interest 
in programming and robotics. In college those worlds collided, and he 
earned a Bachelor of Music in Music Education as well as a Bachelor of 
Arts in Computer Science from Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma, 
WA. Noatak used these skills to start creating video games as a way to 

combine his love for art, technology, and storytelling. He released a handful of free games in 
addition to creating a Virtual Reality Conducting Simulator as a thesis project for his degrees. 
During college, Noatak also started a company called Gllama Games with his best friend to 
develop and publish video games. They released their first game Upstream in 2025 and are 
working on their next project now. After graduating, Noatak worked for Microsoft as a software 
engineer, getting a taste for the corporate world of software development. Currently Noatak 
works as a middle school teacher in Seattle, WA teaching Orchestra, Band, Music 
Appreciation, and Media Literacy/Digital Art, where he works to introduce video games as an 
artistic medium to his students. Noatak will be teaching Video Game Design and will be 
assisting in String Technique and Orchestra at High School Camp. 
 

Cassidy Russell (she/her) has been improvising since middle school 
(cool!). Cassidy is a member of the Second City National Touring 
Company, traveling the country performing and writing sketch and 
improv comedy (It’s very fun). When not traveling, she performs, 
teaches, and directs all over Chicago—at Second City, the Annoyance 
Theatre, the Revival Theater, Northwestern University, and the 
University of Chicago. She has acted in plays, movies, TV shows, and 
commercials, has been featured at theater festivals internationally, and 
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has been interviewed about comedy in print publications and on NPR. Additionally, she has an 
MS in Library Sciences and an MFA in Printmaking from Savannah College of Art & Design 
and works as a children’s book reviewer while maintaining an active studio art practice. Her 
teaching philosophy focuses on bringing emotion and vulnerability to the stage, whether you’re 
doing drama or comedy. Cassidy won a lot of high school theater awards, so she knows what 
she’s talking about. For more information visit Cassidy's website. (www.cassidyrussell.com). 
Cassidy will be teaching Theater at Elementary Camp, Improv at Middle School Camp, 
and Improv, Advanced Improv, and Sketch Comedy Writing at High School Camp.​​

​
Abel Ryan was born in Ketchikan, Alaska in 1978. He was raised in 
Metlakatla on the Annette Island Reserve in Southeast Alaska. Abel is 
half Tsimshian, a member of the Metlakatla Indian Community, and a 
member of the Laxgiboo Clan. In May of 2006, Abel graduated from 
Sheldon Jackson College with a B.A. in Liberal Arts and a minor in Art. 
In May of 2009, he graduated from University of Alaska Fairbanks with 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Native Arts Studio and Printmaking. Abel 
studied traditional Tsimshian art under master carver Jack Hudson of 

Metlakatla. He has carved in Metlakatla, Sitka, Juneau, and Fairbanks for over 30 years. 
Working in the medium of wood and metals, Abel produces masks, bowls, spoons, pipes, 
ladles, plaques, combs, bracelets, rings, pendants, drums, and other hand-carved items.  He is 
also proficient in two-dimensional graphic design using Northwest Coast formline art. In June 
2013, Abel was invited to an international carving competition in Beijing, China. Abel has 
taught classes at Sheldon Jackson College and the University of Alaska in Sitka, Juneau, and 
Fairbanks, Sitka Fine Arts Camp, and the Alaska Native Heritage Foundation in Anchorage, as 
well as done artist demonstrations at the Sheldon Jackson Museum in Sitka, Museum of the 
North in Fairbanks, Washington DC, and the Alaska State Museum in Juneau, AK. Abel’s work 
is sold in galleries in Juneau, Fairbanks, Ketchikan, and Sitka. He also has work in private 
collections. Abel will be teaching Visual Arts at Elementary Camp and Northwest Coast 
Carving at Middle School Camp. 

 
Niki Saludez (he/they) from the DMV to NYC, is a dancer, educator, 
and choreographer with over a decade of experience in his craft. Niki's 
artistic style is a culmination of years training in hip hop dance, street 
styles, contemporary dance, and music. His passions for people, 
movement, and the arts have taken him along the east coast and 
across the country in a journey to build community and uplift others, 
both in their craft and in life. Niki has been a part of works by artists 
including Don Diablo, Katy Perry, and made his Broadway debut in 

Hell's Kitchen after performing in the show's opening run at The Public Theater. Niki has also 
trained and featured in works with the companies tedted Performance Group, directed by 
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Teddy Tedholm, and Soul Project Dance Company, directed by Candace Brown. Niki has 
taught and worked with a diverse group of students of all ages and experience. He has been a 
faculty member at Broadway Dance Center, Gibney Dance's outreach program Hands are for 
Holding, and Sitka Fine Arts Camp, sharing spaces where dancers feel safe to explore and 
challenge limiting mindsets, and to expand on their skills and unique voices as artists. Niki will 
be teaching Hip Hop and Street Dance at Middle and High School Camp. 

 
Leslie Shows is a Los Angeles-based artist whose mixed media 
paintings explore materiality, abstraction, and representations of nature. 
She works with acrylic and oil paints, glass, metal, collage and 
assemblage, casting and relief. Leslie grew up in Juneau, Alaska and 
has taught in the visual arts for 14 years at the pre-college, 
undergraduate, and graduate levels. Her work has been exhibited at 
institutions like the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, the 
Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art, the Berkeley Art Museum, 

and the Anchorage Museum. Her recent public commissions include a 35-ft glass artwork for 
the San Francisco Central Subway, and she is currently working on her 12th solo exhibition. 
For more information visit Leslie’s website here. Leslie will be teaching Abstract 
Painting, Mixed Media & Collage, and Landscape Painting at Middle School Camp and 
Abstract Painting, Visual Composition, and Painting at High School Camp. 

 
Meg Takata is a Los Angeles-based art instructor, illustrator, and 
character designer. She is an Illustration faculty member at ArtCenter 
College of Design in Pasadena, CA, teaching illustrative painting and 
costume drawing. She has worked with animation studios like Warner 
Bros. and Bento Box, and also loves working with kids teaching 
foundational drawing and painting. With her sketches, designs, and 
illustrations, she loves to tell specific and humanistic stories. She also 
loves to go people-sketching at cafes, swimming in her free time, and 

listening to her highly specific music playlists. For more information visit Meg’s website 
here. Meg will be teaching Drawing the Portrait, Watercolor, and Figure Drawing at 
Middle School Camp. 

 
Mike Tuckner is an Army Veteran, entrepreneur, podcast host and 
professional photographer. He specializes in sports, music and street 
photography. He estimates that he has taken over 2.5 million photos 
over his 13 years as a professional photographer. He has photographed 
many musical acts including Chris Stapleton, Jelly Roll, Tim McGraw, 
Jason Aldean, Sheryl Crow, The Goo Goo Dolls, Counting Crows and 
Imagine Dragons. One of his favorite things to do as a photographer is 
to “capture youth”. He believes in the philosophy that every photo taken 
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appreciates in value over time and that if you don’t think photos are important, just wait until 
they are all you have left. For more information visit Mike’s website here. Mike will be 
teaching Digital Photography at High School Camp. 

 
Pianist Susan Wingrove-Reed enthusiastically embraces any and all 
opportunities to collaborate with singers and instrumentalists. She plays 
keyboard with the Anchorage Symphony, is the collaborative pianist with 
the Alaska Chamber Singers & the annual Alaska All State Choir, 
performs at the Sitka Summer Music Festival, and regularly works with 
the West, Dimond and Bartlett HS choirs plus countless solo and 
ensemble festivals/competitions. Susan has been part of the SFAC team 
since 2011. She has been the resident music educator (pre-concert 

lectures and program notes) for the Sitka Summer Music Festival and the Anchorage 
Symphony for over thirty-five years, sharing stories about composers, music and history. A 
graduate of Indiana University with Piano Performance and MAT degrees, she returned home 
to Alaska to work with Anchorage Opera and the Alaska Repertory theater. She is a retired 
choir/drama teacher (Bartlett) and received an Alaska Governor’s Award for her contributions 
in arts education. When Covid began, she joined the Alaska Black Caucus to further her 
commitment to anti-racism and concert programming that is inclusive of historically neglected 
voices and serves on the Justice Committee. Susan will be playing piano in vocal classes 
at Middle and High School Camp. 

 
Christina Woo is a filmmaker, writer, and story artist from Los Angeles. 
She is a recent alum of CalArts with a BFA in Character Animation. 
From parallel parking, problems at work, and online dating, she enjoys 
writing stories about those small nuances of life and exploring different 
art techniques in animation. Her films have gained recognition at SIFF, 
Santa Fe International, Fine Cut, TAAFI, Annapolis, etc. For more 
information visit Christina’s website here. Christina will be 
teaching Animation at Middle School Camp. 
 
Dr. Tammy S. Yi is an internationally acclaimed conductor, music 
educator, and scholar devoted to community-responsive and socially 
engaged orchestral practice. She serves as Conductor of the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic’s YOLA Institute Youth Symphony Orchestra, 
Director of Music Education and Associate Professor at Chapman 
University’s Hall-Musco Conservatory of Music, and faculty artist at the 
Colburn Conservatory of Music. A first-generation conductor-educator 
and Carlos Miguel Prieto Conducting Fellow with the Orchestra of the 

Americas, Dr. Yi’s work bridges the concert stage, teacher preparation, and community 
partnerships to expand access, representation, and artistic excellence. For more information 
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visit Dr. Yi’s website here. Dr. Yi will be teaching String Technique, Orchestra, and Small 
Ensembles at Middle School Camp. 

 
Elizabeth Jean Younce is a visual artist working primarily in 
Printmaking and Illustration. Specifically, through the mediums of 
lithography and graphite, her work functions as a psychological 
investigation of the flora and fauna inhabiting our world. While primarily 
(and proudly) a printmaker, Elizabeth has produced her prints in 
conjunction with installation, sculpture, bookbinding, found object, 
drawing, and painting. In addition to her Fine Art studio practice, 
Elizabeth is also the owner of Mustard Beetle where she sells mainly 

screenprints, relief prints, and giclée prints, on paper and on fabric. Because of Mustard 
Beetle, Elizabeth is able to simultaneously function as a fine artist and a commercial illustrator. 
Elizabeth received her MFA in Printmaking from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 2018 
and her BFA in Illustration and Printmaking from the Savannah College of Art & Design 
(SCAD) in 2015. Elizabeth has master-printing experience from Gemini G.E.L. and Tandem 
Press. Elizabeth currently resides in Los Angeles, CA, where she is pursuing her fine art as 
well as her small business. For more information visit Elizabeth’s website here. Elizabeth 
will be teaching Visual Arts at Elementary Camp and Printmaking, Digital Design & 
Screenprinting, and Drawing the Natural World at Middle and High School Camp. 

 
Matt Zebley is a Grammy winning artist, multi-instrumentalist, 
composer, band leader, educator and the Director of Jazz Studies at 
Diablo Valley College. A unique, improvising artist and in-demand 
professional musician, he has performed at the Grammy Awards, 
Hollywood Bowl, Grand Ole Opry House, Montreal Jazz Festival, 
Caesar's Palace, Pori Jazz Festival, Rockefeller Plaza, Monterey Jazz 
Festival and Woodstock. He has appeared on multiple TV shows 
including David Letterman, Conan O'Brien, Jay Leno, Dancing with the 

Stars and Good Morning America. Featured collaborative performances include international 
stars, pop icons and jazz legends such as Bob Dylan, Alicia Keys, Yusef Lateef, Dave 
Brubeck, Brian Setzer, Bobby McFerrin, Anthony Wilson and Wayne Shorter. Zebley released 
his first solo CD in 1999 entitled Live at Moondog. It features original compositions and 
arrangements for three horns, bass and drums. The band continues to perform and provides 
an outlet for his acoustic jazz compositions. Zebley earned his Bachelor of Music degree in 
Jazz Performance from Berklee College of Music and both Master of Music and Doctor of 
Musical Arts degrees in Jazz Studies from the University of Southern California. After initial 
appointments at USC and the University of California Riverside, he is the current Director of 
Jazz Studies at Diablo Valley College. For more information visit Matt’s website here. Matt 
will be teaching Saxophone Technique, Jazz Band, and Jazz Combos at High School 
Camp. 
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Julie Zhu is a composer, artist, and carillonist. Technology—from 
artificial intelligence to live sound processing, sensors, and virtual 
reality—often support her work, which seeks to reveal and amplify 
underlying mathematical structures and gentle noises through 
uncommon instrumentation and diverse chamber experiences. Julie 
researches and teaches intermedia composition and Music + AI at the 
University of Michigan. For more information visit Julie’s website 
here. Julie will be teaching Electronic Music, Noise: Music & Sound 

for Everyone, and Figure Drawing at High School Camp.  
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