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Sitka Fine Arts Camp (SFAC) 
is a nationally-acclaimed 
summer arts school that 
serves over 1000 students 
each summer. 



Founded in 1972, 
SFAC provides the highest 
quality arts education in a 
multi-disciplinary learning 
environment that includes: 

Music 
Theater
Dance
Visual Arts
Media Arts 
Alaska Native Arts 
Creative Writing



Each year, students in 
grades K-12 
travel from 29 states, 
and 37 different Alaskan 
communities to participate in 
one or more of SFAC’s 
10 arts camps. 



Many campers 
return summer 
after summer, 
describing it 
as the 
artistic highlight 
of their year.



In addition to summer camps 
for youth, SFAC also provides 
educational programs that run 
year-round and serve learners 
of all ages.

● Teaching Artist 
Residencies

● Young Performers 
Theater

● Afterschool Programs
● Arts and Science Festival
● Adult Camps



Sitka Fine Arts Camp 
is located in 
downtown Sitka, 
on the beautiful 
campus of the historic 
Sheldon Jackson 
College.



SFAC offers 
an intensive 
arts learning 
environment in 
14 specialized 
buildings, on 
over 20 scenic 
acres.



This exemplary 
arts learning 
community 
provides the 
ideal location for 
the 

SFAC 
Summer 
Teacher 
Arts 
Institute



 What is the 
SFAC Summer 
Teacher Arts 

Institute?



The SFAC Summer Teacher 
Arts Institute is a two week, 
professional teacher training 
program designed to immerse 
educators in our arts-rich 
learning environment.



Designed, written, 
taught and 
facilitated by 
arts educators
WT McRae and 
Jennifer Carter, 
together they bring 
over 40 years of 
teaching 
experience to the 
SFAC Summer 
Teacher Arts 
Institute.



Created for teachers of ALL 
grades and subject areas, 
the SFAC Institute is designed 
to help educators dramatically 
improve the quality of their 
arts teaching.



Whether you are an 
elementary classroom 
generalist who wants 
to include more of the 
arts in your 
classroom…



Or a secondary 
academic subject 
area teacher who 
is looking for 
ways to 
incorporate a 
more 
interdisciplinary 
approach…



Or an arts 
specialist, 
looking to 
diversify and 
enhance your 
technical 
skill set…



The SFAC Summer 
Teacher Arts Institute is 
the ideal professional 
development program, 
because it is designed to 
be adapted to your 
specific instructional goals.



Based on 
Harvard University’s 
“Project Zero” research, 
the SFAC Institute 
identifies, examines 
and explores 
“The Qualities of Quality” 
inherent in all excellent arts 
instruction.



The SFAC Institute 
uses the two week 
High School Camp 
Session as a “teaching 
laboratory” 
for professional 
educators.



Using our nationally recognized faculty of over 
40 exemplary teaching artists, 

SFAC Institute participants have the opportunity to 
develop a personally compelling, 

interdisciplinary approach to teaching the arts.



SFAC 
Institute 
participants 
are able to 
increase their 
levels of 
confidence 
and 
competence,  
teaching in 
and through 
the arts.



SFAC Institute 
participants are 
eligible to receive 4 
credits of graduate 
level CEUs from  
University of Alaska 
Southeast (UAS)



The SFAC 
Institute 
experience is 
designed to be: 

● Immersive
● Engaging
● Stimulating
● Challenging
● Fun



Going into our fourth year, 
the SFAC Summer Teacher Arts Institute 
serves educators from all over Alaska, 
and beyond.



This affords 
Institute 
participants the 
opportunity to 
share, learn, 
collaborate, 
create and 
network with 
their peers.



Typical Daily Schedule



Each morning session has three 
components:

● Observation
● Participation
● Mentor Partnership



Observation Period:
 
● Direct observation sessions in 

your choice of over 80 arts 
classes offered each day on 
campus. 

● Choose a different class every 
day for two weeks.



Participation:

● Actively participate as a learner 
in an arts area that you are less 
familiar with.

● Attend the same class every day 
for two weeks.



Mentor 
Partnership:

● Carefully selected pairing 
with an exemplary arts 
educator in an area that 
you already have some 
training or experience.

● Attend the same class 
every day.



Each afternoon session 
has two components:

● Seminar or Masterclass
● Guided Reflection



Seminars - 
● Thematic and 

topical
● Research-

based
● Practical and 

theoretical 
pedagogical 
explorations



Masterclasses - 
Specially designed adult classes 
in 6 different arts areas:
● Music
● 2D Visual Arts
● 3D Visual Arts
● Dance 
● Theater 
● Creative Writing



Music



2D 
Visual 
Arts 



3D
Visual 
Arts 



Dance



Theater



Creative 
Writing



Guided 
Reflection:

Daily, 
instructor-led 
discussions and 
sharing about the 
day’s learning 
experiences. 



Every evening on campus 
there are Art Share 
performances:

● Live, nightly performances, 
concerts and presentations 
featuring the SFAC faculty and/or 
campers.

● Institute Participants attend 12 
Art Shares.



Testimonials:
Here’s what some SFAC 
Institute Participants have said 
about their experience...



“This was a very meaningful 
experience for me. It has been the 
highlight of my summer and by far 
the best professional development 
in which I have ever participated.”



“My participation in the 
SFAC Institute will influence my 
teaching practices in ways 
I cannot express in words. 
It has reconnected me to the 
excitement of learning.”    



   

   

“Rarely, do we as teachers get to 
observe other teachers - it is 

incredibly enjoyable and helpful! 
I have a new appreciation for all art 

forms, and I was able to observe 
some truly masterful teaching.”



   

   

“I felt the SFAC Institute 
experience was very personal 
for a lot of us. 
We created a learning community 
where we could honestly share.“

 



   

   

I learned so much more than I 
expected. I am very grateful and 

humbled to have been a participant. 
I now have so many more ways to 

help my students learn and 
preserve our traditional culture. 



Interested?
 



You can learn more about the 
SFAC Summer Teacher Arts Institute at:

https://www.fineartscamp.org/teacher-inst.html

https://www.fineartscamp.org/teacher-inst.html


How do I apply 
for the SFAC 

Summer Teacher 
Arts Institute?



Simply visit our website and 
register online at: 

https://www.fineartscamp.org/teacher-inst.html

https://www.fineartscamp.org/teacher-inst.html


Need more 
information?



Contact: Jennifer Carter, 
Director of Teacher Training at  
jennifer@fineartscamp.org 

or call (907) 747-3085

mailto:jennifer@fineartscamp.org


2018 SFAC Summer Teacher Arts Institute Participants




